CHAPTER  VI

THE BUDGET.   THE VETO OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS,
DEATH OF KING EDWARD VII

10 Downing OUR political differences over the House of Lords came
Street,          to a head in 1909, the year before King Edward died.

1908                 They had started in 1908 when after a private meeting

in Lansdowne House the Lords rejected the Licensing
Bill. For a Democracy to endow two Chambers with
equal powers although one represents an elected public
and the other the Peers, is, as the Chinese would say,
" distinguishable from true wisdom."

No one who valued the moral, mental or physical
energies of the people in this country could have watched
with indifference the paralysing effect that drink and
tied houses had upon the public. Except for rare crimes
of fraud, our prisons were full of men detained for crimes
of violence; and the drink problem, though hampered by
teetotallers, became a Crusade.

. My husband had taken every care over his Bill, and it
needs courage for a Liberal to attack privileges which
affect the working man more than the leisured classes.
The Unionists, who have always been in sympathy with
" the Trade/* counted on the popularity of their cry to
cover the clumsiness of their conduct; but in the years
of which I am writing there was a public conscience
stronger than there is to-day, and from the moment the
Licensing Bill was rejected the powers of the Peers became
a question of first-rate importance.
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